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The Lakes of the Four 
Seasons Board of Directors 
will hold two Public 
Hearings on the proposed 
community budget for the 
year 2020-21.

The first budget meeting 
to present a preliminary bud-
get to LOFS residents will 
be on Monday, December 

9, in the Seasons Lakehouse 
Ballroom following a regu-
lar public meeting that be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. The Board 
will have a second meeting 
on Monday, January 13, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Seasons 
Lakehouse Ballroom to pres-
ent the proposed budget.

The 2020-21 budget is set 

to be approved at the regular-
ly scheduled Board meeting 
on Monday, January 27. The 
POA Board is interested in 
hearing residents’ concerns 
for the coming year’s bud-
get and encourages residents 
to attend these informative 
meetings.

   

Announcing the Children’s Annual Christmas Party 

A fun and free event sponsored by the LOFS Lions 

Sunday, December 8, 2019  

1pm to 2:30pm at the LOFS Seasons Lakehouse 

Featuring: 

Cookie Decorating 

Music and Singing 

Snacks and Gifts 

And..of course:  

SANTA! 
Bring Your Camera for free pictures with the Jolly Old Elf Himself 

Naughty?  Nice?  We hope to see you there! 

Questions???   Guests may call 219 776-3541 (Jackie, Chairperson), email lofslions@aol.com or 
guests can speak with any Lions Member. 

 

Gardens Around the Community putting beds to sleep for winter, but it’s still not too late to plant

Board sets public POA budget meetings

The Lakes of the Four 
Seasons Operations 
Department wants residents 
to be cautious and prepared 
during the winter season. 
Here are the snow removal 
procedures you should fol-
low:
• Yield the right of way to 
the plow and salt trucks for 
your safety and the opera-
tor’s safety.
• Plow and salt trucks are 
used when the conditions 
deem it necessary. The 
Public Safety Department 
is to contact the on-call 
maintenance personnel of 
bad road conditions during 
off hours between the hours 
of 4 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. 
weekdays, on weekends and 
holidays.
• Plowing will continue until 
midnight and begin again at 

4 a.m. on weekdays.
Priorities
• Front Entrance, N.L.S.D., 
117th Ave. Automated 
Entrance, Kingsway Dr., 
W.L.S.D., Porter County 
Automated Entrance, Four 
Seasons Parkway.
• Forest Lane, Sunnyslope 
Dr., E.L.S.D., Green Valley 
Dr., Hidden Valley Dr.
• All remaining roads.
• Cul-de-sacs, Seasons 
Lakehouse parking lots and 
19th Hole parking lots.
• Seasons Lakehouse side-
walks and 19th Hole side-
walks.

The Lakes of the Four 
Seasons Operations Depart-
ment and employees will 
not be held responsible for 
any damages to mailboxes 
or stands that are already in 
disrepair.

Vehicles must not be 
parked on or along road-
ways and cul-de-sacs. The 
Operations Department needs 
as much open area as pos-
sible to place the snow and to 
maneuver through the narrow 
roadways.

Homeowners may want to 
mark their driveways with 3- 
to 4-foot posts. This will aid 
the snowplow operator from 
pushing snow into the drive-
way when possible.

Please do not put snow 
from your driveway into 
the streets. Frozen snow 
piles when hit with the plow 
could force plow trucks into 
oncoming traffic. Place the 
snow on the left side (down-
stream of road traffic) of 
your driveway as you face it.

A reminder about LOFS snow removal procedures

Hopefully by the time 
you’re reading this we will 
be just about done putting 
our garden beds to sleep for 
their long winter’s nap. We 
are a little over halfway done.

With the 2019 growing 
season coming to an end we 
look forward to the Porter 
County Master Gardener 
Show on Saturday, January 
25, 2020 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Porter County 
Expo Center. For us ladies, 
who can’t wait to get back 
to gardening, it’s a sign of 
Spring.

We will be anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of all 
the beautiful tulips you 
have planted throughout the 
community. We have had 
many people say they have 
planted tulips not only for 
themselves but for family 

members as well. Even em-
ployees who do not live in 
the seasons became inspired 
and planted tulips.

It’s not too late to plant. 
The top layer of soil may 
be frozen, but 6 inches 
down should be just fine. 
On November 19, we put 
Daffodil bulbs back in the 
ground after removing them 
for the remodel of the bed 
by the road in front of the #5 
Men’s tee along Sunnyslope.

A huge thank you to the 
Maintenance Department 
for all their hard work deco-
rating for Christmas, Roy 
Green for shopping for 
lights, and LOFS House & 
Garden Club for purchas-
ing the lights being used to 
decorate Memorial Bed and 
Walt’s Pond.

See you next season!

#6 Women’s tee 
before the cut down #6 Women’s tee after the cut down

Bush Clover in the center island at the front 
entrance

Burning Bush at Walt’s Pond Unknown Chrysalis in Coreopsis



LOFS Seasonal2                   December 2019

POA Community
Manager

Rick Cleveland

Telephone • 219

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
• 

•
•

• jackiepkatz@aim.com 
• trachoy@hotmail.com 

COMMUNITY MANAGER Rick Cleveland • 
POA OFFICE STAFF 

•
•

•
DEPARTMENT STAFF 

• •
• •

• •
•

• •
• •

•
• •

• •
FOOD & BEVERAGE 

• •
• •

POA ATTORNEYS 
•

• • 219 •
SEASONAL EDITOR 

The POA Board of 
Directors will hold a regular 
POA meeting on Monday, 
December 9, with the pre-
sentation of the 2020-21 
preliminary budget to fol-
low afterwards. The meeting 
will take place at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Seasons Lakehouse 
ballroom. The second meet-
ing with the proposed budget 
will be presented on January 
13, 2020, with the approval 
of the budget on January 
27, 2020. The board encour-
ages residents’ input, so they 
can assure that the upcom-
ing year is supported for the 
needs of the community.

Leaf collections will con-
tinue until December 18 or 
until the weather makes it 
too difficult to do so. This 
is a large task for the resi-

dents and the Operations 
Department to attend to ev-
ery year and I want to com-
mend everyone for the job 
you do. Every leaf collected 
is one more leaf that won’t 
accumulate into the lakes, 
swales, and culverts.

Branch collections have 
been completed for the 
year so please refrain from 
placing branches out af-
ter the normal collection 
times. The only other time 
the Operations Department 
will collect branches from 
property owners beyond the 
normal collection time is if 
a storm event has knocked 
branches off of your tree. If 
you do have branches need-
ing collection after a storm 
event, please contact the 
Operations Department at 

219-988-4461.
You must contact a con-

tractor to remove your 
branches or trees from your 
property for all other reasons. 
You also have the option to 
bring your branches to the 
Operations facility at 3861 
Kingsway Drive during nor-
mal operating hours.

The Operations Depart-
ment has been marking the 
roadway curves and critical 
areas with painted stakes 
before the ground freezes so 
they can efficiently plow the 
roads, cul-de-sacs and park-
ing lots in case of snow. The 
trucks will be prepared and 
awaiting our first big snow. 
I would like to remind resi-
dents to please not push or 
blow snow onto the roads as 
this only creates a dangerous 
situation for those driving.

Please stay off the ice and 
please keep an eye on anyone 
that you may see walking 
around or on the ice, includ-
ing animals. Please contact 

the Public Safety Department 
to inform them when you see 
anyone walking on the ice.

The POA office will be 
closed December 24, 25, 
31, and January 1 for the 
holidays and will reopen on 
January 2, 2020.

Happy Holidays!
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BOAT LIFT SALES•MOVING & REPAIR
NEW DOCK SALES•INSTALLS & REPAIR

SEASONAL DOCK REMOVAL & INSTALLATION•SEA WALLS

219-712-2810
SERVING THE NORTHWEST INDIANA REGION

dockguyh2o@gmail.com
www.TheDockGuyH2o.com

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

219-306-7812
david.taylor@century21.com

• Rural retreat w/4 BR & 3 BA
• Newly Remodeled Kitchen;
    Newer Appliances
• Huge Family Room w/View
• Sun Deck, Above-ground
    Pool
• 2.5 Car Garage

David Taylor
Broker

219-306-7812

David Taylor 
Broker

1874 Forest Lane, 
Four Seasons 
$188,500

* 4-5 Bedrooms/2 Baths
* 2,352SF
* Maple Cabinets/Bamboo Flooring
* 2 Sided Fireplace
* Finished Lower Level with Wet Bar

david.taylor@century21.com

BOONE GROVE-PORTER COUNTY

Affiliated

Call For Info

LAKES OF THE FOUR SEASONS
• 4 BR, 2 BA, 2-Car Garage
• View of Bass Lake from
    Covered Porch
• Full Basement with Custom
    Bar & Entertainment Area
• Two Fireplaces

• 5 BR, 3 BA, 3-Car Garage!
• All Newer (2017) Appliances
• Brand New Granite Tops
    in Kitchen
• Giant Master Suite
   w/2 Walk-in Closets
• Ready-To-Finish Basement

FALLING WATERS

NEW PATIENTS SEEN SAME DAY!
Visit our website at www.kauffmanchiros.com

7620 E 109th • Winfield • 662.9855

100 W 84th Dr. • Merrillville • 736.7363

1ST DAY coNSulT
& ExAM

$20KAuFFMAN
cHIRoPRAcTIc

BURNSURN
Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:
• A gift of love for your family

• Provides you with peace of mind

• Is a compassionate means of 
helping your loved ones during one 
of the most difficult times of life.

Family Owned for 104 YearsOn-Premises 
Crematory

Serving 
Winfield/LOFS 

Since 1985.

CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway

Crown Point
769-0044

HOBART
701 E. 7th Street

Hobart, IN
942-1117

Celebrating Life

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

108110111

By Doug Weiss, 
Golf Course Superintendent

The golf course will remain 
open throughout the winter 
months under the following 
conditions.
1. No golf can be played be-
fore 10 a.m.
2. Carts on paths only, no 
passing, no exceptions.
3. Superintendent can close 

the course on any day deemed 
too soft to play.

These rules took effect 
November 29 until spring.

I would like all who enjoy 
the game to play throughout 
the year; however, if the above 
rules cannot be followed by 
our members the course will 
be closed until spring.

Outdoor storage area for boats, and boat or 
utility trailers available inside LOFS

The LOFS, POA has an outdoor storage area capable of storing 50 boats, boat 
trailers, or personal utility trailers for LOFS property owners only. The fee is $15 
per linear foot, per year. You may also store your boat or trailer per month. Please 
contact the POA office at 219-988-2581 for more information.

Golf course to remain open 
throughout the winter months

Golf Shop open in December on Friday, Saturday 
& Sunday 10 am - 5 pm and will open on days 

deemed warm enough for play until Christmas.
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Your wait is
MINUTES not hours!

Open 7 days a week
9am-9pm

We are the PINNACLE for the treatment of:

$25 SPORTS & SCHOOL PHYSICALS
Most Insurance Accepted • Walk-ins Welcome • No Referral Necessary
On-Site Digital Imaging Technology: MRI, CT Scans, & Digital X-Rays

• Back Pain
• Burns
• Colds
• Concussions
• Coughs

• Dehydration
• Ear Aches
• Ear Infections
• Flu
• Fractures

• Infections
• Lacerations
• Migraines
• Minor Cuts

• Pneumonia
• Sports Injuries
• Sprains/Strains
• Strep Throat

BREAST CENTER
NOW OPEN!

9301 Connecticut Dr. • Crown Point, IN 46307 • (219) 796-4150 • www.pinnaclehealthcare.net

By Roy Green,
Director of Operations

The Operations and 
Building Maintenance 
Departments have been very 
busy this so-called fall.

During the few weeks that 
we had fall weather we were 
able to install a new ADA 
compliant playground at 
Holiday Park. It has a more 
modern look than the old 
one and a few more items for 
kids to play on. We removed 
the pea gravel and railroad 
ties that were there and re-
placed them with ADA com-
pliant mulch and a plastic 
surround. We hope that you 
will take your kids there to 
have some fun on it.

We have also been very 
busy collecting leaves. It 
took a while for them to fall 
but when they did it seemed 
like they all came down at 
once. That first snow on 
Halloween really made them 
drop.

Did you ever wonder what 
happens to the hundreds of 
tons of leaves that we col-
lect every year? Probably 
not; you’re just happy we 
removed them from the road 
berm. I’m going to tell you 
anyway. We send three leaf 
vacs out; two are for the 

main streets and we pur-
chased one two years ago 
that we mainly use in the cul-
de-sacs. It is smaller and can 
make the turn in them much 
easier than the large vacs. 
We send one to Lake county 
and one to Porter County and 
then the small one to do cul-
de-sacs throughout the entire 
community. The large leaf 
vacs will hold approximately 
12 tons of leaves. The ‘Mini’ 
holds approximately 8 tons. 
On heavy days the vacs will 
bring in 135 to 190 tons of 
leaves.

Once the leaves are 
brought back to the main-
tenance facility, they are 
dropped out of the back of 
the machine and left for a 
backhoe operator to ‘push 
them back’ to make room 
for more leaves. Eventually 
there’s a mountain of leaves 
about 12 feet high, 40 feet 
deep, and 50 foot wide. In 
the Spring the leaves are 
spread in a farm field and 
tilled into the soil.

Please do your part by get-
ting the leaves to the road 
berm for collection. Every 
leaf collected is one less leaf 
in our lakes and ponds or 
blocking drainage culverts.

While we were collect-

ing leaves, we had another 
crew help Bruce and Jill Nix 
set up the ‘Christmas Light 
and Music’ display on the 
front lawn of the Seasons 
Lakehouse. If you are new 
to the community or have 
never seen the display, it runs 
from Thanksgiving night un-
til January 5, Sunday through 
Thursday from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. and Friday and Saturday 
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. When 
you pull in please park in the 
lower lot, dim your lights and 
tune your radio to 106.1 FM.

The crew also installed 
the large green light tree for 
all to see as they enter the 
front entrance. Along with 
the light trees at the 117th 
and Porter County entrances, 
they hung the wreath, lit up 
the 19th Hole and decorated 
the clock tower and the Four 
Seasons wall at the main en-
trance.

If we weren’t vaccing 
leaves or decorating, we 
were plowing and salting the 
streets. Plow season arrived 
a little early this year. Just a 
reminder, please be careful 
when approaching the plows. 
Please make sure your mail-
box is not rusted out on the 
bottom or placed too close to 
the road and close the door 
after you get your mail. 

All of us at the Operations 
and Building Maintenance 
Departments wish all of you 
a Happy and Safe Holiday 
Season.

Operations and
Building Maintenance



4                                                                                                                                                                                     December 2019LOFS Seasonal



December 2019                                                                                                                                                                                     5LOFS Seasonal

JIM QUIRK
Real Estate Broker

219-776-8366
jimquirk47@yahoo.com

Call Jim Quirk for Information
219-776-8366

• 2 Story Townhome in Ellendale Farm
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms
• Large Bonus Room
• 3 Car Garage • 2401 Square Feet
• Unit Complete, Possession day
  of Closing

McColly Winfield
Office
LOFS Resident for over 40 years
Licensed in Indiana and Illinois

• 10628 Grand Blvd. in Winfield
• 1.4 Acre Walkout Ranch
• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Move In Ready
• Sun Room, Picturesque Yard
• Winfield / Crown Point Schools

• 915 Lake St. Crown Point
• 2-Story Townhome
• 3 BR, 2.5 BA • Main Floor Master
• 3-Car Garage • 2,025 sq. ft.
• Available Now!

PRICE REDUCED!

• Under Construction, Ellendale Farm
• Ranch Luxury Townhome
• 1890 SF Main Level
• Kitchen Appliances, Walk Out Basement
• Unit Framed, 2-3 months to complete

Please let me know if you have a Lake Lot to Sell

• Just Listed Lake Holiday
   1.5 Story
• 1803 Forest Lane
• Updated Master Suite
• Updated Kitchen and Baths
• 2 Fireplaces; 3 Seasons Room
• Walkout Basement,
  Screened Porch Hot Tub
• Boat Dock and More!

           (219) 661-5085 

Kessler Family Dental And  Associates  
Serving the Community for Over 30 Years 

Now Offering 

• Many New Services  
• Sedation Dentistry 
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Family Dentistry 
• New Extended Hours  

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS  

9161 E. 109th Ave.  Crown Point  (Located in the Four Seasons Plaza) 

Dr. Eli 
Macis

Dr. Kim 
Kessler

Dr. Eric 
Compton

Dr. Maya 
Gendlin

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS

Implant Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry

Family Dentistry
New Extended Hours

By Sally Lugo
The year was 1999 and 

as in the lyrics of the im-
mortal singer Prince’s song: 
“Two thousand zero zero, 
party over... oops oops out 
of time...”. LOFS Board of 
Directors and management 
had to face the dilemma of 
addressing ‘Y2K’, aka ‘The 
Millennium Bug’. Simply 
put, the LOFS original an-
tique DOS system in use 
would not be capable of the 
formatting and storage of 
calendar data for dates begin-
ning in the year 2000.

On-Site Computers of 
Merrillville was selected to 
get the job done. Accountant 
Cheryl Parker reminisced 
about the new advantages of 
cutting time spent on customer 
statements by several hours not 
to mention enjoying ‘dial up’ 
email capability.

Other advantages included 
now having a shared main 
server versus individual com-
puters each with their own 
printer. Residents could sim-
ply write one check versus 
two as the new system no 
longer required separating 
restaurant bills from POA 
billings!

Community Manager Rick 
Cleveland, then Director of 
Operations, recalled moving 
all the old equipment out to 
install for various depart-

ments for other uses. It would 
not, however, be capable to 
interface with the new sys-
tem.

“We used that system for 
the next seventeen years!” 
Assistant to the Community 
Manager Caryn Whitehead 
shared. As LOFS does not 
have an IT department, 
Mike Krajnak owner of 
MicroDesigns, served as our 
IT specialist. Mike made 
many updates to the system 
over those seventeen years 
as our needs evolved. It’s 
interesting to note that Mike 
had been a student of Chuck 
Weiner at Purdue Calumet 
and Chuck was the person 
who actually wrote the cus-
tom AR system used by 
LOFS back in the late 80s and 
90s. Most residents are prob-
ably unaware that a canned 
program called MAS90 
tweaked to our needs was 
separately used by the LOFS 
accounting department.

By late 2016 and through 
2017 LOFS Board of 
Directors and Community 
Management recognized 
the need to upgrade and 
improve the LOFS system 
again. In March 2018 a new 
system, ‘Clubessential’ by 
a Cincinnati, Ohio, based 
firm went live. Glitches 
were encountered at first 
but quickly addressed. CE 

(Clubessential) continues to 
tweak the LOFS system to its 
needs. CE allows all depart-
ments to ‘talk to each other’ 
as well as being live, or on-
line, for the residents to use.

Secretary Ashley Korzen-
iewski shared the many ben-
efits to LOFS resident advan-
tages for becoming a LOFS 
Active User; such as:
• Viewing the LOFS private site.
• Use of the LOFS “Resident 
Directory” including ad-
dresses, emails, phone 
numbers, etc. Residents can 

limit what information they 
choose to share.
• Receiving electronic LOFS 
statements and paying bills 
online.
• Making dinner and golf tee 
time reservations.
• Receiving special notifica-
tions direct to your email 
inbox providing LOFS 
updates; such as pool or 
restaurant closures, mosquito 
fogging treatment notifica-
tion, etc.

Ashley further shared a 
‘LOFS APP’ will be avail-

able sometime in the future 
offering push notifications of 
important or helpful LOFS 
information for residents.

“We have 931 active users 
at this time,” Ashley shared. 
That’s about only 1/3 of our 
2736 property owners! If you 
would like to become a LOFS 
Website Active User email 
Ashley at akorzeniewski@
lofs.org she will be happy to 
assist you. Take Prince’s ad-

vice: Don’t wait till you’re 
“Oops oops out of time”, and 
you got left behind.

Just for giggles: Cheryl 
Parker also shared an antique 
‘check writing machine’ 
used by LOFS staff back in 
the 70s. The check was in-
serted after the dollars and 
cents were selected, then the 
lever was pulled to stamp the 
check with the amount and 
show LOFS as the payer.

This Month in LOFS History
December 1999 – Y2K (Are you an Active User?)



6                                                                                                                                                                                   Deccember 2019LOFS Seasonal

JOIN US FDR DINNER! 
- DECEMBER SPECIALS -
Monday: 50¢ Wings (dine-in only) 

$6 Domestic Pitchers 
Tuesday: $2 Beef or Pork Tacos 

$3 Margaritas 
Wednesday: $8 Bread Bowls 

$4 House Wines 
Thursday: $10 0 e-Topping Pizza 

$3 Tall Dome ,c Drafts 
Friday: $1 2 A YCE Shrimp or Fish 

esti Bottles 
Saturday: $10 Country Fried Steak 

$6 Tall Calls 

20o/o OFF I FREE Appetizer : FREE Fountain 1

Entire Food : with Purchase of 2 • Beverage with 1 

h I M It (kids meals 
& 

I A M It I Pure ase SEA I 
enu ems desserts excluded) 

I ny enu em 
SEA SEA I 

$3 OFF 
Any Large 

Pizza 
Coupons good weekdays Tuesday - Friday from 11 AM - 3PM. Must present coupon. No reproductions. 
Coupons cannot be combined with any other discount or coupon. Coupons expire January 31, 2020. 

as 
• • SSD ll)ef1t1 

2 players (9 holes} - 1 hour 
- OR - 2 players ( 18 holes} - 2 hours

4 players (9 holes} - 2 hour 
- OR - 4 players (18 holes} - 4 hours

Weekdays $24 per hour • Weekends $28 per hour 

Closed on Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
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RESTAURANT&! PUB 

1048 N. Lake Shore Drive, Crown Point, IN 

- Dinner Hours -
Wed. & Thurs. 4-9PM 

Fri. & Sat. 4-l0PM 
Sun. Brunch Buffet 10AM -lPM 

- NIGHTLY SPECIALS -
Text 'CLUB' to 36000 

FREE 
Appetizer 

RESTAURANT & 'PUB 

with purchase of any 2 entrees. Dine in only. 
Some restrictions apply. Must present coupon. No reproductions. Cannot be 
combined with any other discount or coupon. Expires January 37, 2020. SEA 

- December Specials -
Wednesday: Chicken Picatta $15

Glass of House Red Wine $4 
Thursday: Beef Tenderloin Stroganoff $16 

Selected Bottled Beer $3 
Friday: Surf & Turf Buffet $26, Prime Rib $28 

Tall Lagunita Draft $5 
Saturday: A YCE Beer Battered Perch $21 

Winter Mules $5 
Sunday: Brunch-Adults $17, Children 12 & Under $8 

Bloody Mary $5, Mimosa $4 

- HOLi DAY HOURS -
Closed on December 8th : Lions Christmas Party 

Closed on Christmas Day & New Year's Day 
New Year's Eve: Reservations Only, Modified Menu 

Visit www.lofs.org 
for more information 
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Serving Winfield, Lakes of the Four Seasons, 
Crown Point, and surrounding areas

HOME CLEANING
50% OFF!

Receive $100 worth of Deep Cleaning for $50!
New Clients Only. Every home and office is different. For specific 
information about how we can make your environment clean and 

healthy, please call Constant Clean. Offer expires 11/30/19.

By Walt 
Pluchinsky, 
LOFS 
Historical 
Society

Did you 
know that 
Crown Point and Valparaiso 
were once served by electric 
street cars, riding on rails 
and powered from a over-
head trolley wire? Or what 
about Hobart, Chesterton, or 
LaPorte? Yes, it’s true, and a 
short history of an elaborate 
transportation system operat-
ed by the Gary Railways, Inc. 
and its predecessors might be 
in order.

In April 1906, Gary was 
non-existent, but this date was 
the beginnings of the Gary 
electric railway system. At 
this time, the Goshen South 
Bend and Chicago Railroad, 
better known by its holding 
company name, Chicago-
New York Electric Air Line 
RR, was incorporated.

Plans included a route of 
742 miles between Chicago 
and New York, much short-
er and straighter than any 
existing steam railroad. 
Construction of the GSB&C 
was started in LaPorte in 
September 1906. Building 
a level and straight railroad 
across the rolling Indiana 
countryside proved dif-
ficult, and it wasn’t until 
November 1911, that a 15-
mile section was completed 
between South LaPorte and 
the junction of another inter-
urban railroad being built, the 
Valparaiso and Northern.

The Valparaiso and 
Northern Railway (V&N) 
was incorporated in August 
1908 as a feeder to the Air 
Line. Three miles of the 
line were opened on July 4, 
1910, between Valparaiso 
and Flint Lake, a favorite re-
sort. The line was completed 
to Chesterton in February 
1912, including a junction 

with the Air Line at a place 
called Goodrum. In order to 
become profitable, the V&N 
and the GSB&C needed a 
connection to Gary. So, the 
Gary Connecting Railway 
was incorporated in June 
1911, leased to the GSB&C, 
then built to East Gary and ul-
timately to Woodville, a junc-
tion with the V&N.

In the interim, the Gary 
and Interurban Railway was 
organized, and started con-
struction in December 1907, 
with several extensions made 
to the city limits. Main routes 
were on Broadway, and 
Fifth and Eleventh Avenues. 
Routes ultimately tied into 
lines being developed in 
Hammond and East Chicago, 
as well as servicing the vari-
ous U.S. Steel plants and 
the Miller Beach area. Also 
serving the Gary area was 
the Gary and Hobart Traction 
Company, which started in 
1914. The Gary and Southern 

Traction Company, incorpo-
rated in 1908, had cars roll-
ing between the mills in Gary 
and Lottaville (61st Ave and 
Cleveland St. in Merrillville), 
then on to Crown Point by 
July 1912.

Financial difficulties over 
the years led to various merg-
ers, bankruptcies, and selec-
tive line closures. The Air 
Line to LaPorte lasted un-
til 1917. In 1925, the Gary 
Railways was formed as a 
consolidation of the various 
remaining underlying com-
panies and was a large expan-
sive enterprise. Ultimately, 
due to financial problems 

and the development of the 
automobile, shutdowns were 
inevitable. The Crown Point 
line closed in 1933, and that 
to Valparaiso lasted until 
1938. The Hobart line ran un-
til 1939. The Hammond line, 
by way of Gary’s Eleventh 
Avenue, shut down in 1946. 
Similarly, the East Chicago 
(Indiana Harbor) line via 
Fifth Avenue closed in 1941. 
Finally, on February 28, 
1947, the last street cars ran 
in Gary, replaced by buses.

The Crown Point line may 
be of interest to some local 
residents. These electric cars 
powered from overhead wires 

started at the north Broadway 
(U.S. Steel) loop in Gary, 
going south on Broadway, 
west on 45th Avenue, then 
south along the west side of 
the present Cleveland-Taft-
Main Streets, a 55-minute 
run into the Hub City. The 
accompanying photo shows 
Car No. 50 crossing the Erie 
Railroad tracks in Crown 
Point (just north the present 
Dairy Queen). A 1927 time-
table shows 15 daily round 
trips into Crown Point, where 
the line terminated just south 
of the Square.

Crown Point, Valpo, Hobart, Chesterton once had electric street cars

Public Safety Department

By Craig Philp, 
Public Safety Director
Visible Garbage / Debris 

Over the past several 
months we have been notic-
ing a lot of residents placing 
their trash out earlier than 
what is allowed per the LOFS 
covenants. Our covenant 7.7 
Concealment of Other Trash 
Receptacles states “Every 
outdoor receptacle for ashes, 
trash, rubbish, or garbage 
shall be so placed and kept 
as not to be visible from any 
street, lake, or golf course 
within the Subdivision at any 
time except the times when 
refuse collections are being 
made”.

The designated hours as 
stated in Resolution No. 
2016-06-14 of when trash 
and recyclables can be placed 
out is no earlier than 6 p.m. 

the night prior to pick-up for 
the designated area in which 
you live. Further, all trash 
and recycling receptacles 
shall be stored as provided 
in the restrictive covenants 
no later than midnight on the 
day of collection.

This would also include 
those residents who are plac-
ing out items for re-use or re-
cycling by others. While we 
can appreciate the fact that 
people want to recycle items 
or donate items still in good 
condition, it has to be done 
while complying with the 
rules of the community.

Now there have been ex-
ceptions made in the past for 
those who are leaving the 
area for the night or some 
other extenuating circum-
stances, but those people do-
ing it must contact the main 

gate with the reasons why so 
officers can be made aware. 
Otherwise, officers will is-
sue warnings or fines for the 
noted violation of the com-
munity rule. 
Snow Removal

We are in that time of the 
year when snow being re-
moved from driveways has 
been an issue for some in 
the past. Some of the resi-
dents in the area feel that 
it is okay to blow the snow 
from their property on to the 
roadways of the community 
instead of the sides of their 
property. This has been a 

considerable problem that 
has caused property dam-
age as well as just being a 
safety hazard to those using 
the roadway.

The snow removal from 
our roadways involves 
a substantial amount of 
hours being put in by our 
Operations Department, 
which also means a sub-
stantial amount of money 
going out as well. So, when 
a resident decides they want 
to clear off their driveway 
on to what was a clean 
roadway, they are causing 
more work to be completed 

by these already heavily-
worked individuals.

In the past this depart-
ment has confronted those 
residents about it and po-
litely asked that they dis-
continue as well as clear the 
snow from roadway they 
have now covered. In most 
cases this is done without 
issue but there are those that 
will argue stating, “Well, 
maintenance put it there!”

As most people know, 
the trucks of the Operations 
Department cannot help 
where the snow coming off 
the plows lands when clear-

ing the roads, and since all 
driveways start or end at the 
roadway, it is a place where 
snow will land. We have all 
been there to see a freshly 
cleared driveway get cov-
ered when the plow goes by 
and the feeling and prob-
ably the curse words used 
by us are the same; but we 
all clear it off to the side and 
move on. While we do not 
want to issue anyone a tick-
et for this reason we will 
do so if it again becomes a 
problem or a habitual action 
by some. 

Community Utilities of Indiana Inc. (formerly known 
as Twin Lakes Utilities) will be out on Tuesday, 
December 10, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to host a 
Customer Workshop at the Jerry Ross Elementary 
School. Please enter on the East side through the 
rear circle drive. This is a great time to meet some of 
the operators and other staff that provide you water 
and wastewater service. You will also have the 
opportunity to ask questions of Customer Service 
Representatives and discuss their Home Inspection 
and Smoke Testing Programs.
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FirstMidwest.com/KimCarpenter

Call me today for a FREE Mortgage Consultation 
to help you achieve your home financing goals. 

We have an array of mortgage solutions 
available to fit your needs.

Kim Carpenter
p: 219.853.3317
Kim.Carpenter@FirstMidwest.com
NMLS# 157313

At First Midwest, our commitment to you 
lasts well beyond the closing of your loan.

219/836.0525 • www.nisorchestra.org

Chooseyour seatsonline!

tickets are $35 - $75
$10 students

Kirk Muspratt, Music Director & Conductor

with the symphony chorus, Plum grove strings,
and crown Point high school choir

wednesday, december 11
thursday, december 12

Friday, december 13

Holiday 
PoPs

Three Performances! 7:30pm
the auditorium at Living hoPe church

9000 Taft Street, Merrillville/Crown Point

It ’s a South Shore Holiday Tradition!
Last year sold out! Get your tickets NOW!

The inaugural postseason 
football game between two 
NCAA Division II leagues 
has tickets available for pur-
chase. Indiana’s first ever 
college bowl game will take 
place at Brickyard Stadium in 
Hobart, Indiana on December 
7. The game begins at 1 p.m. 
CST.

Tickets are available for 
$12 for adults; $7 for stu-
dents and seniors; and chil-
dren 4 and under are free. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
in groups of 15 or more for 
a discounted rate. Regular 

ticket purchases can be made 
at www.americascrossroads-
bowl.eventbrite.com or on the 
Facebook page for America’s 
Crossroads Bowl. Group 
tickets are available by call-
ing Heather Becerra at 219-
554-2224.

The Great Lakes Valley 
Conference and Great 
Midwest Athletic Conference 
have partnered with the City 
of Hobart and South Shore 
CVA to create the inaugu-
ral postseason game called 
‘America’s Crossroads 
Bowl’.

Ohio Dominican Univ-
ersity and Truman State 
University will respectively 
represent the Great Midwest 
Athletic Conference and 
the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference in the inaugu-
ral America’s Crossroads 
Bowl. The Ohio Dominican 
Panthers finished with a re-
cord of 7-2, and the Truman 
State Bulldogs finished at 9-2.

Learn more at www.ameri-
cascrossroadsbowl.com. 
Brickyard Stadium is located 
at Hobart High School, 2211 
East 10th Street in Hobart.

Tickets still available for America’s Crossroads 
college football bowl game in Hobart December 7

The Indiana Department 
of Transportation is offering 
civil engineering students 
scholarships of up to $3,125 
per semester, and paid em-
ployment during summer 
breaks and upon graduation.

Students must be accepted 
or enrolled full time in one 
of Indiana’s certified civil 
engineering schools and ap-
ply using the form at www.
INDOTScholarship.IN.gov. 
Applications for the 2020-21 
school year must be submit-
ted by Tuesday, December 
31, 2019.

INDOT’s scholarship pro-
gram uses federal funds to 

offer $3,125 per semester or 
$2,083 per trimester for up to 
five years of post-secondary 
civil engineering education. 
Scholarship funds can be ap-
plied to educational expenses, 
fees and books. In return, re-
cipients will work for INDOT 
in full-time, paid positions 
during their summer breaks 
and upon graduation.

Students must be accepted 
or enrolled full-time in one 
of Indiana’s Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and 
Technology certified civ-
il engineering programs. 
Eligible programs include 
Purdue University Fort 

Wayne, Purdue University, 
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology, Trine University, 
Purdue University Northwest, 
University of Evansville, 
University of Notre Dame, 
and Valparaiso University.

Learn more about the 
INDOT Engineer Scholar-
ship program the appli-
cation process at www.
INDOTScholarship.IN.gov. 
Students or parents with 
questions may contact Talent 
Development Manager Adam 
Beasley at ABeasley2@in-
dot.in.gov or call 317-234-
7930.

INDOT offers scholarships, jobs to engineers 
in training engineering scholarship

Trash & Recycling containers cannot be placed out 
before 6 pm the evening before collection and must 

be stored away by midnight the day of collection.
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By Mike Talley, 
MS4 Coordinator
Stormwater Pollution and 
the Wintertime

Winter brings with it lots 
of fun activities, like sled-
ding, ice skating, and ski-
ing. But winter also means 
mounds of snow to shovel 
and layers of ice to remove 
from our driveways.

We often make the job 
easier by applying deicers 
like salt. Besides sodium 
chloride, many deicers may 
also contain chemicals like 
cyanide. When ice melts, 
the salts and chemicals dis-
solve and flow into street side 
swales that lead directly to 
our lakes, endangering aquat-
ic life. Here are a few tips to 

reduce salt use and prevent 
pollution year-round.

Just how much water are 
we talking about? Four to 5 
inches of heavy, wet snow 
on one acre is equal to about 
5,400 gallons of rainwater. 
The ground area of the Lakes 
of the Four Seasons covers 
about 1,728 acres, which 
will produce approximately 
9,331,200 gallons of rainwa-
ter for that inch of snow.

During a mid-winter thaw 
with the ground still frozen, 
most of this water, along 
with all the pollutants it can 
pick up along the way, flows 
into our lakes. This does not 
include the water from the 
2,140 acres outside of the 
Lakes of the Four Seasons 

that also drain into our lakes. 
Total from just 4 to 5 inches 
of snow is 20,887,200 gal-
lons of polluted water.

The Maintenance Depart-
ments of Lakes of the Four 
Seasons all work hard to re-
duce the pollution from en-
tering our lakes. The Lakes 
Department maintains the 
bio-filters around the lakes 
to filter incoming water. 
The Operations Department 
plows the snow as a first op-
tion of removal. When it does 
come time to use a snow melt 
product, an eco-friendly ad-
ditive is used as much as pos-
sible. The Golf Maintenance 
Department uses eco-friend-
ly non-phosphate fertilizers.

Helping to protect our 
lakes is a year-round job, that 
LOFS residents also need to 
get behind. Along with the 
usual pollution control prac-
tices like raking your leaves 
and putting them out for the 

Operations Department to 
pick up, using environmen-
tally friendly cleaners on 
your car and house, cleaning 
up after your pet and using 
phosphate free fertilizers on 
your yard. 

Controlling stormwater 
pollution is a year-round con-
cern we can all pitch in and 
help with. One that matters in 
winter just as much as spring 
and summer. When the tem-
perature drops, vast amounts 
of deicing chemicals are 
dumped by the truckload 
across our roads, and drive-
ways. With each thaw, all that 
salt washes directly into our 
waterways. 

Residents should follow 
these simple practices dur-
ing winter weather to cut this 
pollution from entering our 
lakes. 
• Shovel snow first to re-
move it from paved surfaces, 
like driveways and side-

walks, before applying snow 
melt and deicing products. 
• Pile shoveled snow 
downslope of paved surfaces 
to help prevent icy and slip-
pery conditions on pavement 
as snow melts and refreezes. 
• Shovel snow onto lawn and 
vegetated areas where melt-
ing snow can soak into the 
ground. 
• Limit the use of deicing 
chemicals and products on 
sidewalks and driveways 
since they can readily flow 
into our lakes as ice melts. 
• When using deicing prod-
ucts that contain salt and 
other chemicals, dissolve, 
they seep into ground water 
where they can impair water 
quality, diminish soil fertil-
ity, damage plants, and harm 
aquatic life. Use environ-
mentally friendly alterna-
tives, such as clean clay cat 
litter, sand, or fireplace/stove 
ash, to avoid the need for 

products that can have dam-
aging impacts and be harm-
ful to the environment. 
• Sweep up after snowmelt 
-- Sweep and dispose of re-
sidual sand, grit, and litter to 
help prevent accumulation in 
streets and roadside ditches; 
clogged storm drains and 
culverts; and sediment pollu-
tion in the lakes. 
• Keep gutters and drainage 
pathways clear and free of 
debris to prevent snowmelt 
from backing up and form-
ing ice in places where you 
want runoff to flow freely. 
• Direct, or route, snowmelt 
runoff into nearby gardens 
and vegetated areas before 
applying salt and deicing 
products.

Lakes Department

Keen-Ager Christmas 
2019 Meeting

The Keen-Agers will be 
having their Christmas meet-
ing on December 19 at the 
Seasons Lakehouse. The bar 
opens at noon with a deli-
cious luncheon being served 
at 1 p.m. Entertainment is the 
critically acclaimed actress 
from Paradise Playhouse, 
Jillann Gabrielle, performing 
the play that she also wrote 
honoring Joan Crawford/
Bette Davis! After a short 
meeting, adjournment will 
be around 3 pm. UGLY 
sweaters are requested to be 
worn to earn a present. 

The club is open to anyone 
50 and older, regardless of 

residency. The yearly mem-
bership fee is $25 and the 
monthly luncheon cost is 
$15, which includes the tip 
and entertainment.

Besides their third 
Thursdays of the month, 
except for January meetings 
they go on daytrips; more are 
being added to their Chicago 
Spirit boat ride and buf-
fet and their Michigan Four 
Winds casino gambling. A 
Shipshewana shopping and 
Blue Gate dining trip is be-
ing planned for May. Their 
Diamond Tour bus vacation 
will be in September, desti-
nation Niagara Falls, Canada 
side included.

With the success of their 

over 14 fundraisers, they get 
help in financing all their 
fun activities. The biggest 
and best every year is their 
Annual August Auction.

Please read The Seasonal 
for all the club’s latest info 
and updates, like them on 
Facebook, check out their 
web page at www.lofs.org 
and take a look at their ad in 
the 2019-20 LOFS phone-
book.

Thanks to all the Keen-
Ager members and the 
Lakehouse staff under Rick 

Cleveland and Ramiro 
Jimenez for ‘Keeping Up 
With The Keen-Agers’!
• President, Renate Sahulcik
• Vice-President, Travel 
& Entertainment Director, 
Jeanette Stolarz
• Treasurer & Food Director, 
Pete Maloy
• Secretary, Vileda Maloy
• Caller Director, Bernadette 
Bailey
• Casino Director, Sue 
Kalinowski

Keen-Agers
Seasons Soccer would 

like to invite everyone to be 
involved in this great oppor-
tunity. Registration is now 
open online; all travel regis-
tration must be done online.

You must present a pic-
ture and birth certificate to 
register. In-person registra-
tion will be on January 8 and 
January 22 between 5 p.m. 

and 8 p.m. at the 19th Hole.
Please search Facebook 

for ‘Seasons Soccer’ and 
‘like’ our page or visit 
our website at www.
seasonssoccerclub.org to be 
up to date with all news.

Any questions, please 
contact Frank at 219-614-
5100.

LOFS Seasons Soccer 
registration now underway

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 
AYCE Brunch   
10am-1pm  
@ Seasons Lakehouse 
every Sunday 

2 
Blood Drive 1-7 pm 
@ Seasons Lakehouse 

 3  
Free N Fun Bar Bingo 
@ 19th Hole 6-8 pm 

 4 
 Lions Meeting 6 pm  
@ Seasons Lakehouse 
 
  

5  
  

6 
  

7 
Fire Force -Stop Drop 
& Donate 9 am—3 pm 
 
Cocktails and  
Ornament Painting  
3—5 pm @ 19th Hole  

8 
Lions Hosting Kids 
Christmas Party from 
1—2:30 pm at the  
Seasons Lakehouse 

9 
 POA Public Board 
Meeting @ 7:30 pm 
with Budget  
Presentation to follow 

10 
Free N Fun Bar Bingo 
@ 19th Hole 6-8 pm 
 
 
 

11 
Lions Meeting 6 pm  
@ Seasons Lakehouse 

12 
  

13 14 
Entertainment  
@ 19th Hole  
8 pm—midnight with 
Sounds of Santana  
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Free N Fun Bar Bingo 
@ 19th Hole 6-8 pm 
 
  

18 
 
 

19 
Keen– Agers  
Luncheon Noon 
@ Seasons Lakehouse 
  

20 
  

21 
  

22 
  

23 
  

24 
Christmas Eve 
 
POA Office &  
Restaurants Closed for 
the Holiday 

25 
Christmas 
 
POA Office &  
Restaurants Closed for 
the Holiday 

26 
  

27 28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

31 
POA Office Closed  
Special Dinner by  
Reservation @ Seasons 
Lakehouse 
NYE Party @ 19th Hole 
9 pm—1 am with  
The Last Minute Band  

 
 
 
 

   POA Office Hours 
Monday to Friday  
9 am— 4 pm 

POA - December 2019 We Specialize
      In Engine Repair

State-Of-The-Art Equipment • Family Owned & Operated

Early Bird Key Drop Off

www.deansautoinc.com
1 Mile East Of Walmart On Rt. 30

8am - 5pm M-F

Complete Automotive Service
(Plus Engine Parts & Machine Shop Services)

We Sell Remanufactured Engines & Cylinder Heads
• General Maintenance
• Fluid Changes
• AC, Brakes, Tune-Ups
• Computer Diagnosis
• Coolant & Fuel System Services
• Amsoil Dealer (Synthetic Oil)

• Charging Systems
• Suspensions & Drive Axles
• Spark Plug Hole Repairs
• Failed Emission Repairs
• Trans. & P. Steering Flushes
• Head Gasket Repairs

219-942-5962

Since 
1981

 I
N
C.

5024 E 81st Ave.
Merrillville

A14
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House &
Garden Club

By Mary Cavallini
So much has been going 

on the last few months!
The August Hawaiian 

luau at the 19th Hole was 
so much fun. Our members 
know how to decorate and 
dress for a party.

Fall’s mum sale made a 
tidy profit, and the mums 
were spectacular.

Julia Burks, Diane 
Warren, Sherry Gasparovic 
and Mary Travis were 
guests of honor at our New 
Member Tea in September.

Thank you to the LOFS 
Lions for offering flu shots 
to our members.

We have said it before, 
the only thing we like bet-
ter than good food is buy-
ing each others’ good stuff. 
September’s meeting fea-
tured silent and live auctions 
of treasures along with an 
Octoberfest meal of brats, 
kraut, and strudel. Special 
mention has to go to JoEllen 
Simoni who cooked the 
food, decorated the tables, 
and was the best auctioneer 
ever. Mary Shick loaned us 
her amazing collection of 
beer steins to hold fall bou-
quets. And, yes, that was our 
fearless leader, Nancy Beck, 
in lederhosen. So much fun!

Kim White had a bright 
idea, and in no time at all 
a few friends dreamed up 
LOFS Tulip Time. Watch 
this space for more informa-
tion.

The second annual 
Spooktacular Trunk or 
Treat was bigger and better 
than the first. Multi-talented 

Wanda Rizer has become 
our favorite photographer, 
enabling us to share some 
great memories from that 
beautiful fall day. 

Marilyn’s Bakery part-
nered with us to offer their 
delicious pies, frozen and 
ready to bake. Ways and 
Means Chair Beverly Bashia 
picked up the pies and 
brought them to the Seasons 
Lakehouse for distribution 
to the neighbors and friends 
who took advantage of the 
sale. Thank you all.

Our 50th Anniversary 
bench at Walt’s Pond re-
ceived a coat of varnish from 
artist Ryan Matijevich, and 
it looks better than ever.

Garden Club member 
Kathy Mlodecki and her 
husband Eric volunteered to 
sand and varnish the wooden 
sculptures, which needed it 
badly after several years of 
withstanding four seasons 
at Walt’s pond. A big job! 
Thank you.

At the October busi-
ness meeting, 2020-21 of-
ficers were elected: JoEllen 
Simoni, President; Char 
Bolka, Vice President; 
Sherry Gasparovic, 
Secretary; and Mary 
Grveles, Treasurer.

Finally, on a cold and 
wintry night in November, 
almost 50 ladies met at the 
Lakehouse where artist 
Mary Stang showed them 
how to paint the sweetest 
snowman we’ve ever seen.

As you can see, it has been 
a great fall here in Lakes of 
the Four Seasons.
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What does comfort mean to you?
Probably the same thing it means to us! We’re owned and operated 
by LOFS residents, and we want you to be as comfortable as we are! 
Give us a call today -- we’re in the neighborhood!

AAA SERVICES
Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing

219-472-8645
Shop location: 7924 Independence Street, Merrillville, IN 46410

www.AAAservicesHVAC.com
Sales • Service • Installation
Over 30 years of experience!

$200 OFF
Installation of New Carrier Furnace

and/or Air Conditioning 
Exclusively for LOFS residents ONLY!

We will meet or beat any competitor’s written estimate. Expires December 31, 2019.

AAA SERVICES HEATING & A/C
219-472-8645

Any Service Call
Exclusively for LOFS residents ONLY!

We will meet or beat any competitor’s written estimate. Expires December 31, 2019.

AAA SERVICES HEATING & A/C
219-472-8645

$20 OFF

Now Also
Offering

Plumbing
Services!

• All LOFS homes are eligible.
• Exterior decorations only will be judged.
• All holiday adornments (any religious persuasion) will be considered.
• Judging will be underway beginning Monday, December 9th and 
conclude Saturday, December 14th!
• The judges’ decisions are final.

• First Prize: $100 LOFS gift certificate
• Second Prize: $75 LOFS gift certificate
• Third Prize: $50 LOFS gift certificate
• Fourth Prize: $25 LOFS gift certificate

Prizes will be awarded prior to Christmas Eve. Winners will also receive their own 
“15 Minutes of Fame”. The prize-winning homes will be featured in the Seasonal.

* If you would like to nominate a home you think deserves consideration please call the 
POA Office at 988-2581 by noon on Monday, December 9th

HOME
LOFS residents, get ready for the annual 

2019

Affiliated

LIKAS PROTEAM
Century 21 Affiliated #1 
sales team in INDIANA!

219/313-3785 • 219/730-4092

Great 2 story,3-4 bed,3 bath home in Crown 
Point School system in gated LOFS com-
munity. This home has beautiful hardwood 
throughout much of the home, vaulted ceil-
ings, ceramic tile. The large slate tiled foyer 
opens to impressive hardwood stairs with 
wrought iron spindles which leads up to the 
upper level. Master BR with custom ship lap 
walls,vaulted ceiling,walk-in closet,bamboo 
floors,& master bath.  $279,896

Enjoy Lake Living! Great Lake Holiday home 
with open concept vaulted ceilings,big 
rooms & great lake views. Home features 
updated paint and brand new carpet !! The 
spacious living room w/gas fireplace opens 
to your dining room w/great lake views. 
PENDING! $439,897

Selling the Four Seasons Lifestyle for the past 24 years

 The Hometown Experts with a World of Experience!

Open concept large 4 bedroom split level 
home with 3 car garage on a quiet cul de 
sac backing up to park. Lower level Master 
bedroom with huge walk in closet and gi-
ant private bath that has separate shower, 
sauna, corner tub, & double sink vanity. 
Beautiful living area that opens dining 
room and kitchen. Also large rec room 
with gas fireplace, laundry, & more 3 bed-
rooms upstairs. Don’t Delay! $259,896

Great Lake Holiday home on fabulous lot 
in Crown Point School system!OPEN con-
cept 4 BR Ranch home with walk out lower 
level & cathedral ceilings,loads of sliders 
& windows to enjoy the beautiful lake 
views!Main floor master bedroom with 
walkout to deck & lake views. $474,879

LAKE HOLIDAY HOME! This is a rare find-
New Construction-6 bedroom, 3.5 bath 
home.It is an Open concept with 1.5-story 
Main Floor Master. Cathedral ceiling living 
room sliders opening to the deck & a fabulous 
lake view.Master walks out to deck & Lake,the 
en-suite has HUGE walk-in closet,separate 
Tile shower & double sinks! !Main floor fin-
ished laundry. Eat in kitchen opens to deck/
lake & to living room. $649,884

Well maintained,light and bright home on the Golf 
Course! The attention to detail shows from the 
beautifully landscaped yard,paver brick covered 
front porch,bright foyer,to the elegant hardwood 
staircase and floors.Both living room & the din-
ing room have large windows for tons of light and 
great views.The kitchen includes a pocket doors, 
pantry,plant ledge, look through to the large rec 
room and walk out to the huge deck overlooking 
the golf course  $234,892

Spacious 2-story 3 bedroom,2.5 bath,home 
on the end of a cul de sac with big wooded 
lot adjoining large Park & Fabulous views 
from backyard.Features a Big living room 
with big bay window, Large rec room with 
walk out to the two tiered deck, a clean & 
bright kitchen,white appliances, & large 
window with expansive views of yard/park 
$249,888

Custom Built 5 bedroom 5 bath home on a Awesome 
wooded private lot.Premium Features through out.2 
sty foyer & living room w/ wall of windows,Upgraded 
kitchen w/Wood Mode cabinets, large island w prep 
sink, granite counter tops,hardwood heated floors, 
attached Coach room with 2 sided fireplace,& open 
Sun room area with loads of windows and walk 
out to deck and beautiful views.Main floor Master 
suite w/tray ceiling,attached office,huge walk in 
closet,Ensuite w/sep shower,whirlpool tub,heated 
tile floor.Features 9’ ft ceilings on 1st level and base-
ment  PENDING!

Wishing you a 
joyous holiday 
season with 
peace &
cheer in the 
New Year!

Lakes of the Four Seasons 
Volunteer Fire Force will 
be holding its 12th annual 
‘Stop, Drop and Donate 
Food Drive’ from 9 a.m. un-
til 3 p.m.

Listen for the trucks to 
come through your subdivi-
sion and come out to see us 
as we come through.

We will be doing both 
Lake and Porter County sub-
divisions in one day which 
include all of the areas 
we provide EMS and Fire 
Protection.

Those wishing to donate 
can leave the donated items 
in a bag at the end of their 
driveway in a paper or plas-
tic bag. Monetary donations 
may also be handed to the 
volunteers as they walk or 
drive through each subdivi-
sion.

Items may also be 
dropped off at the fire station 
the day of the event. Station 
3500 is located at 745 W 
275 S in Hebron. You may 
also drop off to Station 3600 
located at 10645 Randolph 

Street in Winfield, days prior 
to the on-duty crew, or the 
Winfield Township Trustee 
Office, which is located in 
the Winfield Government 
Center.

All donations will be 
taken to the respective food 
pantry – either Lake County 
and Porter County, and NWI 
No Child Hungry – on the 
day of the event to benefit 
less fortunate families in the 
communities the fire depart-
ment serves.

12th annual ‘Stop, Drop and Donate Food 
Drive’ will be held Saturday, December 7

If you use a wood fire-
place, it’s important to get 
your chimney cleaned and in-
spected. The U.S. Consumer 
Product Safey Commission 
estimates there were around 
66,000 fireplace and chim-
ney fires between 2013-2015. 
Keep your home both warm 
and safe for the winter by 
finding the right company to 
do the job.

It’s important for custom-
ers to know how the chimneys 
are cleaned and the extent of 
the work that’s done. There’s 
a common misconception 
where people associate chim-
ney sweeps with the images in 
Mary Poppins. However, most 
cleaning is done from the inte-
rior of the home, any mess is 
always cleaned up, and it’s the 
best and most efficient way. 
This gives chimney sweeps 
the opportunity to thoroughly 
inspect the chimney as well as 
clean it. 

Some chimney tech-
nicians may be certified 
with the Chimney Safety 
Institute of America, which 
equips homeowners with a 
means to measure a chimney 
sweep’s technical knowl-
edge, but not all counties 
require licensing or certifica-
tion. Check www.bbb.org for 
a BBB Accredited contractor 
near you.

Although many homeown-
ers shop for this service when 
the weather gets cooler, in-
dustry experts suggest getting 
your chimney cleaned once a 
year after the burning season. 
They also recommend having 
your furnace cleaned around 
this time as well. An oil-burn-
ing furnace produces sulfur 
oxides. Over time, sulfur eats 
at the chimney liner, which 
can crack and lead to prema-
ture wear. Having these ser-
vices done in the spring gives 
you time to resolve any issues 

which may arise.
Make sure to ask if the 

company is insured. If they 
are not, and someone is in-
jured while doing work in 
your home, you could be held 
liable.

Tips for hiring a chimney 
sweep:  
• Don’t choose a contrac-
tor solely based on price. 
Look for a professional with 
a registered business. Be 
sure to ask if they are fully 
insured in case of any inju-
ries sustained while on your 
property. 
• Be cautious about compa-
nies selling these services 
door-to-door. Get estimates 
in writing and don’t make a 
hasty decision without more 
research. 
• Get multiple quotes. Also 
get references from previ-
ous customers and check out 
prospective companies and 
contractors at www.bbb.org. 

Better Business Bureau offers tips 
on hiring a chimney sweep

Happy Holidays!


