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Lakes of the Four Seasons comes alive with holiday lights, decorations
By Lori O’Malley,
Fundraising Committee
Although the Holidays
are behind us, we hope you
had a chance to take in all
the beauty of the Seasons.
From the community’s front
entrance to the beautiful display of lights set to music at
the Clubhouse, we send out
a big “thank you” to the Nix
Family and our Operations
Department, and to all the
decorated houses!
The Fundraising Committee had such an enjoyable
week driving the roads of the
community taking in all the

1st Place: 4128 Augusta Andrew and Kathryn Vlachos
beauty of the season and acknowledging all the hard work
that went into the numerous
displays for the Christmas holiday. Thank you to our community for all your efforts this
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House & Garden
Lakes of the Four Seasons
By Timburley Ecklund
By the time, you are reading this the holiday season
will be a happy memory. At
least that’s my wish for all of
you.
The ladies of the House
& Garden Club celebrated
the holiday season with
their annual Christmas party.
The food was delicious, the
company was grand, centerpieces were breathtaking,
the dessert table was almost
too pretty to eat, and Bernie

Glim made our hearts soar.
Bernie serenaded the ladies as only Bernie can with
some of their favorite holiday
songs. He performed Silver
Bells, Jingle Bells, Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer, and
I’ll Be Home for Christmas,
to name a few.
During Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer, member
Beverly Bashia sang along
as she held red raffle tickets
to her nose. An effervescent
smile gleamed upon her face.
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Security Department
Lakes of the Four Seasons
By Craig Philp,
Director of Security
Clearing Driveways
I need to remind residents
that you should not be pushing, plowing, or shoveling
snow from your driveways
on to the roads in the community. Recently when a
resident did this during night
hours, the snow iced up and
turned in to a large speed
bump. Now you would not
think this would be that big
of deal, but when a plow tries
to drive through this it can
actually cause an accident to
occur.
With plow drivers not
knowing that, this pile is now
a large ice ball, and when
they drive through it the plow
will slam forward and could
cause the truck to slide in any
given direction, which puts
anyone who happens to be

nearby in harm’s way.
Officers will be out enforcing this covenant/by-law/resolution/rule and issuing fines
accordingly.
Berm Parking
Staff from the Maintenance
Department will be out clearing off streets and it’s each
resident’s responsibility to
make sure they can do this
without interference from illegally parked vehicles.
During the winter months
of snowfall, there is to be
no berm parking within the
community. If your cars are
parked on a berm and a plow
comes, it could be damaged
by the flying snow and/or
ice. The Lakes of the Four
Seasons will not be held responsible for any vehicle that
is damaged or plowed in due
to the negligence of the vehicle owner.

holiday season; we only wish
we could have given a prize to
all!
Wishing you a very Happy,
Healthy, and Prosperous New
Year!
This girl tried to get a picture.
However, I was enjoying her
smile so much I missed the
‘Kodak moment’. It will be
forever seared into my memories.
A centerpiece with a tiny
house, covered in snow, encircled with pine sprigs and
lights adorned each table.
They were simply irresistible. Thank you, Christmas
Committee, you outdid yourself!
Once again, a few lucky
ladies won the centerpiece.
Congratulations to the winners!
We hope to see you at our
next meeting on Tuesday,
January 31, 2017, at noon at
the Clubhouse. If you have
Although no berm parking
is allowed within LOFS, we
have allowed for temporary
parking on the berm when
a resident is having a large
gathering. However, no parking shall be authorized on the
berm if space is available for
parking on the driveway, or if
the parking creates a traffic
hazard, or delays the ability
to clear the street of snow.
Officers will attempt to
contact any vehicle owner
whose car is found to be on
or partially on the roadways.
However, should they not be
able to make contact with
the owner of the vehicle, the
POA will have the vehicle
towed from its location at the
owner’s expense.
Officers from this department will be enforcing
Covenant #7.5, which states:
“No vehicle shall be parked
on any street or berm in the
subdivision.”
Orange Stakes
Throughout Community
I am sure by now you have
noticed the orange-tipped
stakes that the Maintenance

2nd Place: 1444 Brandywine - Glenn and Stacy Evans

3rd Place: 1939 Loganberry Leondo and Debbi Ursitti

4th Place: 1500 Happy Valley Road Adam Arkkelin

any questions, please call
Patricia German at 219-6624162.

This year’s Christmas
party centerpieces.
Happy New Year from
the House & Garden Club!
We hope that 2017 is a great

year for all of you. This year
is going to be fantastic – I just
feel it!

Department placed at the
edge of the roads. You see
them placed on curves in the
road, in areas where there
are different heights of the
roadway, to something on
the berm and near hydrants.
So, do you know what their
purpose is?
The
Maintenance
Department uses them as
markers when plowing the
streets (not that I want to jinx
the current weather when
writing this). They are helpful when the snow gets deep
enough to cover the entire
roadway as it gives them a
marker of where they are at
on the road. It’s also helpful
to normal drivers on the roadway for the same reasons.
Many times, we find that
people have accidentally hit
these stakes, but unfortunately, over the years we have
also had a rash of people removing them and throwing
them into yards, roadways,
or the lakes. Should you see
this happening please contact
this department immediately
so we can take the proper ac-

tions that are needed to curtail it from happening again.
Being Seen at Night
This department has had
to remind residents, adults
and children, that when out
jogging, bicycling, or even
just walking your pet(s),
that you make sure you can
be seen by oncoming traffic.
We have done this in person
when people are seen and in
The Seasonal, hoping people
will read it.
Since it is dark in the
morning and early evening,
make sure you can be seen
by oncoming traffic. Carry
a flashlight when walking
or jogging down the streets.
Dress in light colored clothing and, if possible, add
reflective material to your
gloves, shoes, or jackets.
Winter’s darkness makes it
even harder to see someone
wearing dark clothing and
the slick road conditions will
make it hard to maneuver for
both the pedestrian and driver, should they not see you
until the last moment. No one
wants an accident or injury to

happen so play it safe.
Happy New Year
The New Year has always
been a time of celebration,
but some take that celebration too far and then think
it’s okay to drive home. If
you plan to enjoy the night
drinking, be smart and find a
designated driver who has no
intentions on drinking.
This way you don’t start
the year off by possibly getting into an accident or possibly hurting those you know
or don’t know. We all know
that officers are out that day
in greater numbers to help
prevent these intoxicated
people from driving, so why
take the chance on being that
guy or girl who is stopped,
and possibly that one that
ends up going to jail?
For the kids in the area under the age of 21, I have one
simple thing to say to you
this New Year’s and each
day after: “Don’t drink, it’s
against the law!”
The Security Department
wants to wish everyone a
safe and Happy New Year!

Bernie Glim

Delicious desserts
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POA Community
Manager
2016
Report
Lakes
of Annual
the Four
Seasons
So long, 2016!
I hope all of you had a
great time over the holidays,
and I hope all of us have an
incredible 2017.
A special thanks to all of
the residents in LOFS who
decorated throughout the
community and made the
holiday season more enjoyable for everyone.
Once again the House and
Garden Club did a great job
with their annual decorating
of the Clubhouse for the holiday season, and thanks to

our Operations Department
for installing the lights at the
entrance of the community
and on the flagpole, and for
installing the light show at
the Clubhouse area along
with Bruce and Jill Nix.
Wintertime Reminders
Winter is here and I would
like to remind residents of a
few things that would help
the maintenance staff. Please
do not put snow from your
driveway into the streets.
Frozen snow piles when hit
with the plow could force

LOFS POA 2017/18 Debt Service
Utility Cart
Ballfield Lights
4x4 Truck C.M.
Construction & Equipment loan
Construction & Equipment loan
Construction & Equipment loan - NEW
Dumptruck - NEW
Total payments

Yearly
Payment

plow trucks into oncoming
traffic. This happened during the month of December
and fortunately nobody was
injured.
Please do not park vehicles
along the roadways and don’t
drive around the community
during snow storms unless
it’s absolutely necessary.
Snowmobiles are not allowed to be operated on
LOFS streets, parks, lakes,
or on the golf course. See
the Motorized Vehicle
Resolution under POA
Policies, “Roads, Vehicles,
Decals and Signs” on the
LOFS website at www.lofs.
org.
2017–2018 Budget
As we enter 2017, the

Board of Directors and the
Department Managers have
been working on the 201718 budget. We will present a second presentation
of the proposed budgets
at the public budget meeting on January 9, 2017, at
7:30 p.m. in the Clubhouse
Ballroom. The Board will
approve the 2017-18 budget
at the regularly scheduled
board meeting on Monday,
January 23, 2017. This issue
of The Seasonal has an outline of the proposed budget
as it will be presented at the
January 9th meeting of the
Board of Directors.
I would like to wish all of
you a safe and prosperous
New Year.

LOFS POA Revenue & Expense
Revenue
2017/18
Assesments
$3,514,660.00
Boats & Docks
$182,070.00
Pool
$45,835.00
Golf
$407,302.05
Golf Merchandise
$15,500.00
All other
$454,210.00
Total revenue $4,619,577.05
Expense
2017/18
Wages
$1,577,753.09
Employee taxes and benefits
$474,582.11
Repairs and maintenance
$566,025.00
Insurance
$184,342.00
LOFS POA 2017/18 Debt Service
Yearly
Engineering
$70,000.00
Payment
Maturity
Fert.,Seed& Chemicals
$82,000.00
Utility Cart
$1,000 4/1/2017
Rentals
$45,635.00
Ballfield Lights
$3,525 5/1/2017
Utilities
& Fuel
242,984.00
4x4 Truck C.M.
$5,795 10/1/2019
Taxes,legal,accounting
& fees
$192,590.00
Construction & Equipment loan
$56,323 4/1/2020
Other
$180,050.00
Construction & Equipment loan
$78,500 3/1/2020
Reserve
$65,000.00
Construction & Equipment loan - NEW
$43,500 3/1/2020
Dumptruck
NEW
$16,500 3/1/2022
Capital & Equipment
$679,540.00
Debt
$205,143.00
Total service
payments
$205,143.00
Lease purchase
$43,600.00
Total expense $4,609,244.20
* Does not include Food & Beverage
LOFS POA 2017/18 Leases

Yearly
Payment

Copiers (4)
Zero turn mower- Operations Dept.
Mowers (4)- Golf Course Dept.

$8,300.00
$2,500.00
$32,800.00

Total payments

$43,600.00

Maturity

$1,000 4/1/2017
$3,525 5/1/2017
$5,795 10/1/2019
$56,323 4/1/2020
$78,500 3/1/2020
$43,500 3/1/2020
$16,500 3/1/2022
$205,143.00
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Do You Have an Illegal Sewer Connection?
Twin Lakes Utilities needs
your help. You may unknowingly be contributing to the
surcharging of the sanitary
sewer system, causing untreated wastewater to flood
your neighbor’s homes and
cause manholes to overflow.
Clear water from sump
pumps, roof drains, foundation drains, etc., is not allowed to be discharged into
the sanitary sewer system, it
is designed for sanitary waste
only. The major source of
clear water entering the sanitary sewer system is through
the plumbing in homes.
Clear water from the
above-mentioned
sources
overloads the system causing untreated wastewater to
flood homes also polluting
surface waters (lakes, rivers,
and streams). These types of
connections are a violation of
state and local codes.
Twin Lakes Utilities requests that all sources of clear
water that enter the sanitary
sewer system be disconnected and removed as soon as

possible. By everyone aiding
in this action it may reduce
the need for the expansion of
the Waste Water Treatment
Facility and related Pump
Stations thus keeping costs
down for everyone.
If you need any help to determine if there is an illegal
sewer connection inside your
home or from the roof downspouts, please contact Twin
Lakes Utilities Customer
Service 877-294-8890 and
our field staff will be happy
to assist. While it may appear
relatively simple to perform
the disconnection property
owners should consult a licensed plumber to ensure
that the “disconnect” is done
properly. If not done properly
dangerous sewer gases and
untreated wastewater may enter your home or business.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you
have any questions or need assistance, please contact Twin
Lakes Utilities Customer
Service at 877-294-8890

Welcome to the
Winfield Medical Pharmacy!
Offering

FRE

DeliveryE
Your Ho to
me!
• We have $4 and $10 Generic Drug Plans
• Customized packaging to manage medications (Memory/Bubble Pack)
• We offer the BEST PRICES for uninsured patients and will match or beat any competitor’s price!

We accept all insurance plans including:
• CVS
• Caremark
• Express Script
• MDWise
• Ambetter

• Medicaid
• HIP
• TriCare
• AARP
• Silver Script

• Cigna
• OptumRx
• United Healthcare
• Arcelor Mittal
• Call for others!

Located inside the Winfield Woods Medical Complex
directly across 109th Avenue from the LOFS Main Gate

219-488-1461

9150 East 109th Avenue in Winfield

POA January 2017 Calendar of Events

Hours: Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Fridays: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Sunday, January 1 - Happy New Year!
• Monday, January 9 - POA Public Budget Meeting 7:30
p.m. @ Clubhouse
• Tuesday, January 10 – Technology Club Meeting 6:30
p.m. @ Clubhouse
• Tuesday, January 17 - Photo Club Meeting 6 p.m. @
Clubhouse
• Monday, January 23 - POA Public Meeting 7:30 p.m. @
Clubhouse
• Tuesday, January 31 – House & Garden Club Luncheon
11:30 p.m. @ Clubhouse

#FREE PILL BOX and

$5 OFF with any
two transferred prescriptions!
(Conditions apply. Call or stop in for details.)

Winfield Medical Pharmacy

URN
BURNS

9150 East 109th Avenue in Winfield

Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:

Celebrating Life

• A gift of love for your family
• Provides you with peace of mind
• Is a compassionate means of
helping your loved ones during one
of the most difficult times of life.

On-Premises
Crematory
Serving
Winfield/LOFS
Since 1985.

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

Family Owned for 104
108 Years
CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway
Crown Point

769-0044

KAUFFMAN
CHIROPRACTIC

Senior Citizen Discounts
Veteran’s Discounts
Call for your appointment today.

HOBART

701 E. 7th Street
Hobart, IN

942-1117

1ST DAY CONSULT
& EXAM
$20

7620 E 109th • Winfield • 662.9855

100 W 84th Dr. • Merrillville • 736.7363

•
•
•
•
•

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
New Patients are Always Welcome
Convenient Office Hours
Prompt Emergency Care
Professional and Courteous Staff

9161 East 109th Avenue

Visit our website at www.kauffmanchiros.com

(In the Four Seasons Plaza, located just outside the LOFS main gate)

Dr. Robert
Kauffman

Dr. Danielle
Kauffman

Dr. Kelsi
Dimitt

219-661-5085

Dr. Kristina Dr. Nicholas
Kauffman
Kauffman

NEW PATIENTS SEEN SAME DAY!

Dr. Mariah
Payne

Payment options available through
Care Credit, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover
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Operations, Building
Maintenance, Pool
Lakes of the Four Seasons
By Roy Green,
Interim Director of
Operations
The
Operations
Department has been very
busy this fall collecting
leaves. We have collected
over 150 loads this fall.
Each leaf vac holds approximately 12 tons of
leaves; that means we collected approximately 1,800
tons of leaves. We want to
thank all of the residents
for doing such a good job
placing the leaves next to
the road. We will begin our
spring collection in April.
Our vacs have been
cleaned and put away for
the winter and the dump
trucks have been fitted

with the plows and salters. Please be aware of the
plows this winter. Also if
it happens to snow on the
night before your garbage
is to be picked up, please
put your cans at the end of
your driveway and not in
the street. Even though the
plows have already made
a pass by your house, we
may make more passes removing the snow to get the
roads widened.
Check your mailboxes
and make sure they are
not rusting out on the
bottom. The Operations
Department will not be
held responsible for any
damage to rusted mailboxes. If we do happen to hit

map in this edition of The
Seasonal that clearly indicates our new location.
You can bring electronics or white goods that you
want to dispose of there.
We have containers that
are clearly marked. We
have made them easy to
access so that you can pull
right up and drop off your
items. Our hours of operation are Monday through
Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sorry, no Saturdays or
Sundays during the winter
months unless we happen
to be here plowing snow or
salting the roadways.
The Operations Department wishes everyone a
Happy Holiday Season and
Great New Year. We are
looking forward to serving
the community again next
year with the many projects that we have planned
for the Spring of 2017.

your mailbox, please call
the Operations department
at 219-988-4461 and report
it. We will come out to inspect it to determine if it was
our fault or someone else
that damaged it. Our drivers
are instructed to report any
damage to mailboxes at the
end of their shift.
There are several people
who walk at night; if you
do please wear some type
of reflective clothing or
carry a flash light so that
the plow drivers can spot
you on the road. If walking
your dog, make sure it is on
a close leash; dogs have a
tendency to want to attack
the plow trucks.
If you don’t know by now
the Operations Department
has moved to our new
building at the southwest
corner of the community.
Our new driveway is in and
we can be accessed at 3861
Kingsway Drive. There is a

Happy New Year from all of us at the

Hole
Grille
th

19

Kids Eat Free Monday – Wednesday at the 19th Hole! Receive one free kids meal with
offer
the purchase of any large salad, sandwich or pizza! Coupon19th
use Hole
excluded.
Buy one sandwich get another half off
Chef’s choice pasta every Tuesday for $9.95!
Coupon redeemable 1/1—1/7
19th Hole offer
$9.95 choose one, $14.95 Combo
AYCE Fish or Shrimp every Friday at the 19th Hole!
Buy one sandwich get another half off
1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon
redeemable 1/1—1/7
Ribs! Every Sunday through the month of January!Coupon
$13 Half
Slab $20 Full Slab
Call in or check us out on Facebook for our daily specials!
1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

Text LOFS to 36000 for special promotional deals and updates on coming
events!
19th Hole
offer

JANUARY ENtERtAiNmENt liNE Up:
Saturday January 7th Flattocasters
Friday January 13th Chad Clifford
Saturday January 14th Sounds of Santana

50% off any appetizer
19th Hole offer
Coupon redeemable
1/8—1/14

50% off any appetizer
Friday January
20th
Nick Kazonis
Coupon redeemable 1/8—1/14
Saturday January 21st Frank Paul
Saturday January 28th The Rave

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

19th Hole offer
19th Hole offer
Buy one sandwich get another half off
Coupon redeemable 1/1—1/7

Free dessert with any entrée purchase
19th Hole offer

Coupon
redeemable
1/15—1/21
Free dessert
with any
entrée purchase

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

19th Hole offer

19th Hole offer

19th Hole offer

$5 off any 16 inch Pizza

50% off any appetizer
Coupon redeemable 1/8—1/14
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Keenagers
Lakes of the Four Seasons
their 11-and-counting fundraisers help make all their fun
activities affordable.
The Club is open to anyone 50 and over, regardless
of residency. When membership is open it is $24 per year,
with a monthly luncheon cost
of $14. The third Thursday
meetings are always held at
the LOFS Clubhouse.
Please contact Renate
at 219-689-3408 or e-mail
her at willrenate@yahoo.
com to make a reservation.
Thanks to all the Keen-Agers
and the LOFS Clubhouse
staff for a wonderful 2016
and keeping this club the key
to the Senior social swirl!

By Renate Sahulcik,
Club President
As usual every year, the
Keen-Agers will not be
having a January meeting.
However, they will return
in 2017 with their February
16 “LOVE” themed meeting.
In March they will
be going to Four Winds
Casino, and in the Spring
a play in Valparaiso or
Munster. Summertime will
bring a LOFS picnic and a
boat ride in Chicago, and
September it will be a bus
trip to Maine before ending
the year again with special
holiday meetings.
The continued success of

GRAND OPENING!
The Rite look
ladies Boutique
7851 East 108th Avenue • Winfield
(by LaPosh Salon and Karas Insurance)

Coupon redeemable 1/15—1/21

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon
1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

January 2017

$5 off any 16 inch Pizza

(not to be combined with pizza specials)

(not to be combined with pizza specials)

Tuesdays thru Saturdays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/theritelook

Coupon redeemable 1/22—1/31

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

Coupon redeemable 1/22—1/31

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

988-2282
HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 3pm-9pm • Fri. - Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday 11am-9pm
19th Hole offer

19thholemgr@lofs.org

All Coupons are for dine in only*

Free dessert with any entrée purchase

Coupon redeemable 1/15—1/21

Note:1 discount
Bar may
remain open later than posted
redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

Lakes of the Four Seasons



Clubhouse
Restaurant

$5 off any 16 inch Pizza

(not to be combined with pizza specials)

8am - 5pm M-F

Coupon redeemable 1/22—1/31

1 discount redeemable per visit, must present actual coupon

Wednesdays is All You Can Eat Pasta off our
Pasta Menu!
Thursdays is All You Can Eat Soup and
Sandwich Combo!
CALL 988-CLUB
Email Contact: restmgr@lofs.org

We Specialize
In Engine Repair

State-Of-The-Art Equipment • Family Owned & Operated

19th Hole offer

Come unwind after the
Holidays at the Clubhouse
all month with Wine and
Martini Specials everyday!

Since
1981

5024 E 81st Ave.
Merrillville

  





I
N
C.

Complete Automotive Service
(Plus Engine Parts & Machine Shop Services)

We Sell Remanufactured Engines & Cylinder Heads

BanqBuoeok your
ts
2017!now for
Fridays is Family Pizza Night!!
Saturdays is Chef Choice Special

HOURS: Wed-Thurs 4pm-9pm; Fri-Sat 4pm-10pm, Property Owners must have their Lot Cards available
when charging to their lot at the LOFS Restaurants
(Closed Sunday, Mon. & Tues.)

• General Maintenance
• Fluid Changes
• AC, Brakes, Tune-Ups
• Computer Diagnosis
• Coolant & Fuel System Services
• Amsoil Dealer (Synthetic Oil)

• Charging Systems
• Suspensions & Drive Axles
• Spark Plug Hole Repairs
• Failed Emission Repairs
• Trans. & P. Steering Flushes
• Head Gasket Repairs

Early Bird Key Drop Off

219-942-5962

www.deansautoinc.com
1 Mile East Of Walmart On Rt. 30
A14

January 2017
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Lakes Department
Lakes of the Four Seasons
By Mike Talley,
MS4 Coordinator
Wintertime Stormwater
Pollution Prevention
Winter brings with it unique
and significant pollution concerns to our waterways and
lakes. Because the ground will
be frozen over the next few
months, it acts like a hard surface similar to asphalt or concrete. It no longer has the ability to act like a natural filter.
Pollutants accumulate in
snow banks and ice all winter
long. Once the snow melts,
all the grime, grit, dirt, road
salt and other pollutants are
washed into our stormwater
systems and lakes. This seasonal addition of stormwater
can result in the largest single
annual water runoff event in the
Lakes of the Four Seasons and
contributes significant amounts
of pollutants to our lakes. It is
important that we take steps to
reduce the amount of potential
pollution sources during the
winter months.
Be stingy with your salt
application and consider alternative salting methods.
De-icing salt can be harmful
to plants and aquatic life. Salt
alternatives like potassium
acetate (KA) or calcium magnesium acetate (CMA) are
less damaging to homes and
landscaping and can be used
to de-ice and improve traction
on a walkway or driveway. If
you do apply salt, shovel first
and apply as little as possible.
Rethink rinsing your ga-

rage floor. While it is tempting to take out the hose and
wash that ugly, gray sludge
and salt off your car and out
of your garage on a mild winter day - please stop! Residue
left from road salt, oil, gas and
other road pollutants drops
from your car and ends up on
the garage floor. Your garage
runoff most likely drains into
a storm sewer drain/ditch, and
eventually our lakes. One alternative is to clean your car
by taking it to a commercial
car wash where the drains
flow to waste water treatment
facilities. A clean car also
means a cleaner garage!
Watch your waste. Picking
up pet waste is just as important in the wintertime as
it is in the warmer months.
Animal waste can be a significant source of harmful
bacteria and disease. Cooler
temperatures and frozen soil
slow down the decay process.
When the snow finally does
melt, you will have a very unpleasant surprise waiting if pet
waste is not removed daily.
Winterize your rain barrel.
Winter freezing and thawing
can crack and damage your
rain barrel and fixtures. So
before the snowflakes begin
to fly, disconnect your rain
barrel and turn it upside down
or bring it inside somewhere
warm and dry. Remember to
reconnect your downspouts or
direct rooftop drainage away
from your foundation in a safe
and non-erosive manner.

Cover bare soil. If you are
doing earthwork in the winter,
remember to maintain your
construction side erosion and
sediment control practices to
keep soil and other pollutants
on your site and out of our
lakes. Late winter thaws and
saturated soil conditions can
lead to a very muddy spring.
So be prepared and maintain
erosion and sediment control
practices all winter long and
plant winter ground cover on
areas with bare soil to prevent
soil erosion.

LOFS 46th ANNUAL POT LUCK
Start planning now – Seating will be limited

Saturday, March 11, 2017 from 6-12pm
Bring a side dish to share- If your last name starts with:
A-L salad/appetizer M-S dessert T-Z side dish

Come and enjoy the party (21 and older)
Open Premium Bar from 6pm til 11pm ($40pp)
for questions call or text: Lori DuPratt 330-714-2042 or Chris Patz 219-988-3232
Check “The Seasonal” for the theme answer next month
Below are clues for the potluck theme! For those who aren’t familiar visit lofspotluck on FB
(1st clue)

(2nd clue)

e
We Us or!
l
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• I will list your property in 22 different MLS’s
• I’m a 40-year resident of LOFS
820 Shannon Drive, Crown Point
• Energy Efficient New
Construction in Ellendale Farm
• Move-In Ready. 3-4 BR,
2.5 Baths,3.5 Car Garage
• Open Every Saturday from
Noon to 4 p.m.
• Builder will Design a Home
Specific to your needs

150 Wenatchee • NEW CoNSTRUCTIoN
Under Contract by Henderlong Homes
• 2 Story Home with 3-4
Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths
• Porter Township Schools

A+

(3rd clue)

Hair Studio

WE’VE
MOVED!

ADD
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

No Chip Manicures-$20!
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www.facebook.com/aplushairstudio46307
Appointments
A
ccep
Accep
cceptted
AS CHACH’S GRILL
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WAlk-ins Welcome
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Where your wait is MINUTES not hours!
We can treat:
• Back Pains
• Burns
• Colds
• Concussions
• Coughs
• Dehydration

• Ear Aches
• Ear Infections
• Flu
• Fractures
• Infections
• Fevers
• Lacerations

• Migraines
• Minor Cuts
• Pneumonia
• Sports Injuries
• Sprains/Strains
• Strep Throat
• Sore Throat
• And More…..

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday ~ 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Wednesday ~ 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday ~ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

9301 Connecticut Drive
Crown Point, IN
(Just east of Broadway on 93rd Avenue)

219-796-4150
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LOFS 2017-18 Preliminary Budget Summary
This Preliminary Budget
was developed by the Board
of Directors with input from
the community and the POA
Management Team. This
budget was developed by
considering past experience,
expected increases or decreases in cost or consumption, and a long-term vision
for the community.
The Preliminary budget
has forecast revenues of
$4,619,577.05.
The largest portion of the
revenue, $3,514,660 or approximately 76.11% of the
total revenue comes from
the annual assessment. The
assessment level falls within
the Internal Revenue Service
guidelines for an income tax
exempt private community.
Revenue from all other sources amounts to $1,104,917.05.
Operating expenses, equipment purchases, capital improvements, and debt service equates to a budget of
$4,609,244.30 for the preliminary 2017-18 budget.
POA dues are proposed to
be increased by $25.
The following is a summary of the Preliminary
2017-18 POA Budget. Major
increases and decreases in
certain line items that are
proposed to take place are
explained.
Total cost of labor including taxes, insurance and benefits makes up approximately
44% of the total budget. Out
of that, Salaries and Wages
make up 34% of the total
budget.
Health insurance has been
decreased over $28,000 due
to a new rule that allows us
to count all full-time employees and not just the employees who have the insurance.
Workers Compensation insurance has increased over
$8,000 due to an increase in
rates and experience.
General & Administration
This department processes
all transactions for the community including the preparation of paperwork for the sale
of properties and the sales of
all amenity purchases. The
office staff details, computes
and files every purchase that
is made by each department
and handles the collection of
POA dues.
• This department funds the
Property and Liability insurance expense line item.
This amount has increased
by $15,000. Accounting
Services has been increased
just over $2,400 for federal
documents that need to be
completed by our accounting
firm. The Club Concert line
item has been increased by
$1,500 due to the increased
cost of bands for the summer
concerts.
• Credit Card Fees in this department will be increased
by $7,000 due to the continuance of more payments
of fees and assessments being made by credit cards at
the POA office. The Decals
budget has been increased by
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$900 to purchase more vehicle barcodes.
• Engineering has been increased by $35,000 for the
engineering of major drainage projects and to begin
a master plan for the community. Legal Expenses has
been decreased by $5,000
due to reimbursements for
past collections collected and
the work by our legal counsel
and POA staff.
• $50,000 has been appropriated to a new line item
called Long Term Building
and Construction Reserve.
Utilities has been decreased
by almost $6,000 due to cost
and usage.
• We are proposing a new 3
year loan to fund for the replacement of the roof at the
Pool House, 2 Work Trucks
with Plows, a Salt Bay and
a Leaf Vac. Annual payment will be approximately
$43,500.
• Since we will have a surplus
of cash at the end of this fiscal year due to the collection
of past dues and the breaking
of contiguous lots we will be
purchasing several pieces of
Equipment and paying for
some Capital Improvements
with cash at approximately $161,000. Those
items include a Mosquito
Fogger, a Cart for our Road
Striper, a Zero Turn Mower,
Improvements and Upgrades
at the Clubhouse and 19th
Hole, a Squad Vehicle and
Camera, Body Cameras with
Mics and a Backstop at the
Windyhill Softball fields.
Operations & Building
Maintenance Departments
These departments are responsible for maintaining the
parks including all ball fields,
green spaces, roads and POA
owned buildings. They also
provide leaf and branch collections.
• Contract Services has been
increased by $4,000 for more
cleaning of the carpets in the
restaurants and tiles in the
kitchens.
• We have decreased the
Fuel, Oil & Grease line item
by $8,000 due to lower fuel
costs and by changing the
company we purchase from.
• We continue to get reimbursed for past billings and
banks are doing a better job
maintaining their vacant
properties, so we are going to
decrease Lot Maintenance by
$6,500.
• We have increased Rentals
by $4,500 so we can rent
a mini excavator to clean
out more drainage swales
throughout the community
instead of contracting out all
of the work.
• Repairs & Maintenance has
been increased by $4,000
for increased maintenance
to equipment and items
throughout the community
that get damaged such as
playground equipment.
• We have budgeted $20,000
for Crack Sealing the roads
throughout the community.
• We are increasing the

Supplies line items by $9,500
due to the increasing cost in
items we have to purchase for
these two departments. The
cost of street signs has more
than doubled in the last few
years, for example.
• Utilities has increased by
$3,000.
• $20,000 has been budgeted for New Playground
Equipment. We want to replace some of the equipment
at Sandy Beach and Holiday
Park and add a couple of
items at Brandywine Park.
• We have increased the
Drainage
budget
from
$75,000 to $100,000. We
will continue working on
drainage issues throughout
the community and replacing
the deteriorating culverts under the roadways.
• $300,000 has been budgeted for Road Paving. We
decreased the budget for this
item last year to help fund the
completion of other projects.
• We are proposing a fiveyear loan with an annual payment of $16,500 for the purchase of a new dumptruck to
replace one of the old ones.
Lakes
This department will be
managed by a department
Director again. We have increased wages to allow for
more increased patrolling
of the lakes and to perform
more maintenance around
the lakes and watersheds.
• The staff is doing more
repairs to the POA docks
and not relying so much on
outside contractors so we
are able to reduce Contract
Services by $4,000. Dues &
Subscriptions were increased
by $500 for the Lakes & MS4
website and dues for Indiana
Lakes Management Society.
• We have budgeted $45,000
in Maintenance Contracts.
We will hire a company
again this year to manage
weed and algae on the lakes.
A Sonar treatment will be
applied to Lake Holiday this
year. We have increased the
Lake Chemicals line item by
$3,000 to help pay for it.
• We allocated $20,000 for
the Engineering of projects
that have been determined by
the lake sediment survey and
watershed study.
• Rentals has been increased
by $1,500 to go towards
the rental of a mini excavator with the Operations
Department. It will be used
to help clean out the community’s sediment traps.
• Utilities has been decreased
by $5,000 to bring it more
in line with what will actually be spent. This was the
first year this department had
their own building to work
out of.
• Equipment Purchases for
this department include
$5,000 for aerator diffusers,
$14,000 for a truck to replace the one they had that is
no longer in service, $2,000
for dry suits to aid them in
working on POA docks, and
$2,500 for new locks for the

POA Rental Docks.
• Capital Improvements include $75,000 for the Lake &
Watershed Projects, $6,000
for new lights and poles at the
Lake Holiday Boat Launch,
and $18,000 for a Floating
Dock at the Lake Holiday
Boat Launch.
• Unpowered Boat Fees are
proposed to be decreased by
$10.
Security
This department is responsible for twenty-four hour,
seven days per week radio
dispatch, gate control, cc
video monitoring, security
patrol, and emergency response.
• Fuel, Oil & Grease has decreased by $6,000 due to the
decrease in cost.
• Small Tools & Equipment
has been decreased by
$1,000. Most of the small
tools they use are in good
shape and it was not necessary to spend the funds this
year and will not be necessary to spend over the budgeted amount next year.
• Supplies has been decreased
by $1,000 due to usage.
• Telephone has been increased by $1,000 for an increase to the internet service
for the security cameras in all
of the POA buildings and automated gates.
• We are budgeting to purchase a hybrid cart to replace
the 4-wheelers. This is a quieter cart that will be used to
help stop vandalism throughout the community.
Golf Maintenance
This department is responsible for maintaining an 18hole golf course and several
landscapes throughout the
course and around the Pro
Shop.
• Fertilizer, Seed & Chemicals
has been increased by $1,000
to purchase the mosquito
fogging chemical.
• Fuel, oil & grease costs
have been decreased by
$3,000 due to use and cost.
• Sand, Gravel & Soil has
been decreased by $1,000.
• Supplies has been increased
by $1,000 to help purchase
more trees and plants.
• $700 has been budgeted for
Training & Seminars.
• Utilities has been decreased
by $6,000 to bring it more in
line with what will actually
be spent. This was the first
year at their new location.
• Equipment Purchases include $1,500 to purchase
the used cart they have been
using during the cart rental
program, $5,000 for a new
Rotating Turf Brush, $46,000
for a new sprayer and $900
for a new Sand Cultivator.
• A new Wash Pad will be
constructed behind the maintenance facility to be in compliance with our MS4 program and Cart path paving
has been set at $15,000.
Golf Services
• We are using less expensive digital advertising and
are able to decrease the
Advertising budget by $700.

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
LOFS POA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Presentation of 2017-18 Proposed Budget
Monday, January 9
at 7:30 p.m.
at the
LOFS Clubhouse Ballroom
• We were able to save $3,597
on our new cart rental agreement with a tough negotiation and will also receive a
new utility cart for the golf
maintenance department at
no extra cost. Having new
carts will allow us to decrease
our Repairs & Maintenance
budget by $300.
• With last year’s upgrade
to metal bag tags this year
we are able to decrease the
Supplies line item by $2,125.
• The department needs to
purchase a new Slatwall &
Merchandise System to be
able to better display their
items.
• We are projecting a net
revenue of $15,500 in Golf
Merchandise which is an increase of $3,000.
Pool
• Repairs & Maintenance has
been decreased by $800 due
to this year’s experience.
• Telephone has been increased by $1,100 to pay for
the public WiFi we now have
at the pool area.
• Equipment Purchases include a new diving board
at $4,000 and new lounge
chairs at a cost of $5,000.
Food & Beverage
The combined cost of doing business proposed for the
2017-18 Food & Beverage
department is $10,332.75.
The 19th Hole is projected
to have a net income of
$47,041.70.

The Clubhouse is projecting a loss of $57,374.45.
It is important to note that
the Clubhouse is utilized
by all of the various groups
and committees of LOFS
throughout the year at no
charge or rent for the facilities. The groups also receive
discounts for their catered
meetings or events when using the Clubhouse. That use
and those discounts equates
to approximately $36,000 in
uncollected revenue, but an
obvious service to the community.
The proposed budget will
be presented on January
9, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. The
2017-18 final budget is set
for approval at the regularly
scheduled Board of Directors
meeting on January 23, 2017,
at 7:30 p.m.

Does your furniture need a facelift?

Call Marge’s Upholstery!
219-956-3234

Free in-home service, pick-ups, and delivery.
Lots of fabrics and vinyls to choose from!
40 years of experience • Credit cards accepted

588 East 1350 North, Wheatfield, IN
We do it all! No job to big or small!
Marge Milbourn, Owner

Selling
the lifeStyle!

Boating.....Golf....Summer Concerts!
Professional Staging with Every Listing

Bill Stack
Affiliated

Cell: 219 765-3376

8080 E. 109th Ave • Winfield, I N 46307

January 2017

LOFS Seasonal

Professional Treatment
Right in Your Neighborhood
+! !)'"$#( $#($#'
+'+%$&('# )&'
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Dr.Arlyn
AaronW.
K.Jacobus
Popp
Dr.
Chiropractic
Physician
and
Nutritionist
Chiropractic
Physician
and Licensed
Acupuncturist
Dr.
Popp
Dr.Aaron
JeremyK.K.
Popp
Chiropractic Physician and Nutritionist
Chiropractic
Physician
and Acupuncturist
Chiropractic
Physician
Dr. Jeremy K. Popp
Dr. Matthew
E. Sherwood
Chiropractic
Physician
Chiropractic
Physician
and A.R.T. Muscle Specialist
Chiropractic
Physician

Winfield Woods Medical Complex
9150 East 109th Avenue, Ste. 2B
Crown Point, IN | 46307

(Across the street from Lakes of the Four Seasons)
$#   
8 a.m.
7 p.m.
Fridaypm
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$)&' Monday-Thursday,
Monday-Friday,
8:00toam
to•6:00

www.winfieldchiro.com
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Lions Club
Lakes of the Four Seasons
LOFS Lions Club Polar
Plunge
The Lions will be holding a Polar Plunge at Sandy
Beach on March 4, 2017, for
all brave souls. Registration
will be at 11 a.m. and the
Plunge will be at noon. We
have moved the date this year
into March. By doing this the
ice should be gone and the
participants will be able to
run into the lake instead of

jumping into a cutout section
of the lake.
The Lakes of the Four
Seasons Fire Force, Inc. will
be working with the Lions
and making sure the Plunge
is safe. Everyone participating in the Plunge must sign a
POA release form. You must
be 18 or older to participate in
the Plunge.
A third of the money raised
from this Plunge will go to

Are you
a Hero?

the LOFS Fire Force, Inc. and
the remainder will go to Lion
projects.
The Lions are involved
in the following community
projects: local Food Pantries
in Lake and Porter counties,
3rd Grade Dictionary Project,
blood drives, St. Clare Health
Clinic, St. Jude House, The
Caring Place, local sports
teams, Meals on Wheels,
Santa Shopping for Kids,
Diabetes Camp, and Legacy
Foundation-Pangere Center.
On a state level, the Lions
Club is involved in the Indiana
Lions for the Indiana School
for the Blind and Visually
Impaired, Inc.; Lions Cancer

Control Fund of Indiana,
Inc.; Indiana Lions for Leader
Dog, Inc.; Indiana Lions
Speech and Hearing, Inc.; and
Indiana Lions Eye and Tissue
Bank, Inc.
The money that you donate to Lions goes to support
many good organizations.

Last year ten people took
the Plunge and raised over
$2,000. We hope you will
be brave and take the Plunge
this year. Bring a team and
dress in crazy costumes.
The person taking the
Plunge needs to collect a
pledge sheet and get sponsors

to donate money. Turn the
money into the LOFS Lions
Club at the registration table
before the Plunge.
For information and to get
a pledge sheet contact Lion
Chuck De Las Casas 219776-3031.

Or a
Villain?

Historical/
Memorabilia books
can be picked up
or purchased at
the POA office
for $25 each
Monday thru Friday
9:00am to 4:00pm.
You may also
purchase a book
at the Clubhouse
Restaurant during
regular business
hours.

LIKAS
PROTEAM

Affiliated

JANUARY

RED HOT
BUYS

Steve Likas
Broker Associate

Now through January 31

Stevelikas@gmail.com

SALE

YOUR CHOICE

9999

$

SALE 89.99
$
$

- 10

DeWalt® 20 Volt MAX
Lithium-Ion Cordless
Compact Drill/Driver Kit

7999

$
Kim Brown
Broker Associate

Dan Sisk
Broker Associate

kbrownc21@gmail.com Dansisk11@gmail.com

Heidi Blum
Broker Associate

dhblum@yahoo.com

Chris Ronning
Realtor

Jan Margiotta
Realtor

Chrisronning@att.net Janm@c21affiliated.com

Kelly o’Neill
Realtor

THANK YOU FOR A FANTASTIC SUCCESSFUL YEAR!

Alex Nickla
Realtor

THE LIKAS PROTEAM HAS SOLD OVER 30 MILLION DOLLARS
OF REAL ESTATE IN 2016
LAKE OF THE FOUR SEASONS CONTINUES TO BE A TREASURE
OF NORTHWEST INDIANA - LIST YOUR HOME WITH US. WE PRIDE
OURSELVES ON TOP NOTCH SERVICE AND ARE PROUD TO BE YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

ALL ONE LEVEL LIVING in this WELL MAINTAINED RANCH
on a crawl space. Great location CLOSE TO LYONS PARK
with walking path and playground. Master bedroom has 1/2
bath, nice sized living room,Country kitchen with lots of
space and sliders to BIG BACK YARD (backs up to school)
with storage shed. BIG CONCRETE DRIVE $135,900

Great location for this beautiful trilevel on large corner
lot close to Sandy Beach! Many updates throughout
with new frieze carpet, oil rubbed bronze ceiling
fans,new vanity,freshly painted,ceramic tile,big deck
and nice yard.Low Porter County taxes! $174,895

Includes 2 lithium-ion batteries
and contractor bag.
2385458

Craftsman®
5-Drawer Tool Center
2296317 Limit 2 at this price.

Craftsman® 137 Pc.
Mechanic’s Tool Set
2297828 Limit 2
at this price.

SALE $5.99
$

-1

4

$ 99
18 Gal. Black Tote

6250633 Limit 4 at this price.
18 Gal. Clear Tote,
6250617...SALE $6.99,
You Pay $5.99 After $1 Instant Savings.*
Limit 4 at this price.

• SCREEN REPAIR
• KEY CUTTING/LOCK REKEYING
Apply Today!
The best toolsCUTTING
•forGLASS
Visit www.acerewardsvisa.com/36591
saving money.
or see your localRENTAL
participating
• CARPET CLEANER
Ace Rewards retailer for more details.

• COASTAL VALLEY WATER, 5 GAL.
• SHIP PACKAGES UPS HERE
• PURINA Visit
PRO
PLAN DOG
& CAT FOOD
acehardware.com
for store
services, hours,
directions
and more...
• AUTOMOTIVE
CHIP
KEYS/FOBs

*Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (“Instant Savings”) amount is available as mail-in savings for non-Ace Rewards members (see store for details). Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before application of Instant Savings or mail-in
savings. You must present Ace Rewards card to receive Instant Savings in store. You cannot redeem Instant Savings and mail-in savings on the same purchase. Instant Savings (or mail-in savings for non-Ace Rewards members) listed in this advertisement
are valid through 1/31/17, at participating stores.

®

The creditor and issuer of the Ace Rewards Visa Card is
U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to a license from
Visa U.S.A. Inc. and the card is available to United States residents only.

FIND
US ON:

Prices good through January 31, 2017.
Offer valid at Winfield Ace Hardware only. Expires 1-31-17

IMPRINT AREA

BEAUTIFUL, QUIET, SERENE LAKEFRONT SETTING for
this MOVE IN READY home. BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED
with loads of perennials and perfectly maintained. This 3
possibly 4 bedroom QUAD LEVEL home has a STUNNING
ENTRY to the Large LIVING ROOM WITH PALLADIUM
WINDOW, $299,899

CONTEMPORARY BEAUTY ON LAKE HOLIDAY. This totally updated
1.5 Story home has a MAIN FLOOR MASTER RETREAT! Updated
kitchen, BIG LIVING ROOM with stone fireplace, SUNROOM
WITH GREAT LAKE VIEWS, LOFT OVERLOOKING MAIN FLOOR
and updated baths! Enter to a GREAT ROOM with vaulted WOOD
ceilings,2 story stacked stone fireplace, Laminate hardwood floors
and GRAND LAKE VIEWS!. FABULOUS NEW KITCHEN $449,900

The Hometown Experts with a World of Experience!

219/313-3785 • 219/730-4092

WINFIELD
ACE
HARDWARE
11702 Randolph Street • Winfield
663-7676

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL.
Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys,
which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through
January 31, 2017, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation
and may vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefits, product selection/color, sale items,
clearance and closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from
acehardware.com. Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

WinfieldAceHardware

Monday-Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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